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Coffee prohibition
Studies of cases where coffee 

was prohibited reveals that 

prohibitionists were first filled 

with a vague sense of 

uneasiness about it before 

seeking to collect evidence that 

eventually led to an official 

proclamation, a legal opinion, or 

•

• Pope Clement VIII, 
1600proclamation, a legal opinion, or 

a mere moral harangue against 

it. The process of investigation 

was however filled with  creative 

fiddling to furnish the prohibitory 

power with legal artillery-

Hattox, 1985, Coffee and 

Coffeehouses

1600

• “Why, this Satan’s 

drink is so delicious…it 

would be a pity to have the 

infidels have exclusive use 

of it. We shall fool Satan 

by baptizing it and making 

it a truly Christian 

beverage.”



Regulations relevant to biotechnology

Types of regulations: 

� Product Regulation, e.g: seed registration, pharmaceuticals, 

pesticides, etc.

� Generic Regulations, e.g: IPR, ethics, liability, etc. 
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� Safety Regulations, e.g: 

- environmental safety (biosafety), 

- food and feed safety, 

International Agreements and National regulations 



Multilateral agreements relevant to biosafety 

The Convention on Biological Diversity (1992):

• Article 8: “In situ conservation of biodiversity”

Art. 8.g: Obligation to develop National Biosafety Systems
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• Art. 19: “Handling biotechnology and distribution of its benefits” 

- Art.19.2: promote and advance priority access to the results and 

benefits arising from biotechnologies

- 19.3: Consider a protocol on biosafety 



Multilateral agreements relevant to biosafety 

The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (CPB) 

• Procedures for transboundary movement of GMOs in absence of 

national regulations (AIA procedure)

• Mechanism for information sharing - Biosafety Clearing House

5

• Mechanism for information sharing - Biosafety Clearing House

• Agreed principles and methodology for risk assessment

• Simplified procedure for LMO-FFPs. 



National Biosafety Systems

National Biosafety Systems vary from country to country, 

but usually have a number of common components:

• A policy on biotechnology, including biosafety

• Regulatory framework for biosafety

• Mechanism to handle requests for permits

• Enforcement and monitoring

• Public information and public participation



The Regulatory Framework of Egypt

• History:

• 1992: Adoption of the Biodiversity Convention (CBD)

• 1994: Egypt ratifies CBD 

• 1995: Egypt one of the first developing countries to

implement article 8.g of the CBD:

Decree 85 (1995): Establishing the NBC 

Decree 136 (1995): Establishing obligation to

obtain permit of NBC for any activity with GMOs



The Regulatory Framework of Egypt

1997: Decree 242, requiring approval by the

SCFS for the import of GMOs for food.

1998: Decree 1648, protocol for GM seed registration

2003: Egypt ratifies Cartagena Protocol (CPB) 2003: Egypt ratifies Cartagena Protocol (CPB) 

2006: Decree 767 established the National Competent 

Authority for the functions of the CPB ( will be 

enforced after the draft law approval).

2007: Decree 19 nominated new members and the 

Secretariat of the NBC



Egypt - Current situation

• Environmental safety 

contained use, experimental releases, products (draft 

law)

Cartagena protocol for biosafety  

• Food Safety: • Food Safety: 

Products intended for food 

Supreme Council on Food Safety, Decree 242. 

• Variety registration: 

Seed for cultivation

Variety Committee - after OK NBC and SCFS.



Functioning of the National Biosafety Committee 

• Rules of procedure of the NBC

• Formats for requests for permits 

• Internal manual of the NBC Secretariat  

• Environmental risk assessment 

• Formats for authorizations • Formats for authorizations 

• Monitoring |and enforcement

• Public awareness

• Web site



Functioning of the National Biosafety Committee 

• Rules of procedure of the NBC

Rules for meetings, voting, etc. 

• Formats for requests 

Formats for requests for field trials and placing on the 

market based on Annex I of the Cartagena protocol and market based on Annex I of the Cartagena protocol and 

in line with the approach in the EU and the US. 



Functioning of the National Biosafety Committee 

• Formats for Authorisations 

1) a summary of the request, 

2) a summary of the procedure followed, 

3) a summary of the risk assessment, and 3) a summary of the risk assessment, and 

4) the final decision. 



Functioning of the National Biosafety Committee 

Monitoring and Enforcement

Plans for guidance in preparation 

Public information

• Web site is ready to be filled with information 

(URL: )

• Other media for lay people 
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Kids and biotechnology  the summer 

program

Second successful year

• The aim of this project is to illustrate the importance of 

agricultural biotechnology to the children.

• Venue: Public Library within the summer program• Venue: Public Library within the summer program

• Speakers: scientists   

• About 100-150 children per meeting.

• Question and answer play after the talks.

• Prize distribution for correct answers .
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Farmer Associations 
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••National Biosafety CommitteeNational Biosafety Committee

••Seed Registration Seed Registration 

CommitteeCommittee

••Supreme CommitteeSupreme Committee

••For Food SafetyFor Food Safety

••Issue Issue 

importation importation 

permitpermit

•1

•3

•2 •4

•Submit Permit Application•Submit Permit Application

•2\

•8

•Ministry of Agriculture•Ministry of Health

•5

••Assign inspectors from relevant InstitutesAssign inspectors from relevant Institutes

••Inspect to ensure complianceInspect to ensure compliance

•6

••Applicant request for registrationApplicant request for registration

•7



• The biosafety system of Egypt 

THE RIGHT GMO THE RIGHT GMO THE RIGHT GMO THE RIGHT GMO THE RIGHT GMO THE RIGHT GMO THE RIGHT GMO THE RIGHT GMO 

LAW IS A MUST LAW IS A MUST LAW IS A MUST LAW IS A MUST 




